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Outline

Ethanol Industry Growth and Transition

Trends in New Industry Expansion

ÁSophisticated Site Selection Considerations

ÁDevelopment and Utilization of Improved Corn Feedstocks

ÁNew Ethanol Plant Technology Deployment

Implications of Industry Trends for Tennessee



3

Industry Transition and Growth

Dry Grind Ethanol Plants

First Generation Second Generation Third Generation

(pre-2000) (2000 - 2005) (2005 +)

Ownership Local/Co-op Co-op driven expansion 

(new and existing plants)

Investor-owned/multiple sites

Capacity 10-25 MMgy 40-50 MMgy 100 MMgy

 (+ potential expansion)

Infrastructure 

Investment

Minimal: Capability to 

accommodate trucks and 

single rail cars

Minimal Significant investment for 

efficient operations (e.g., loop 

track layouts/unit train 

handling)

Economic Driver Adding value to the local 

corn crop

Transition Financial ROI/industry 

economics

Site Selection Locally-driven Locally-driven Market- and infrastructure-

driven (e.g., striving to serve 

NY and Northern CA 

markets)
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Standard Plant Sizes are Increasing

Big River Resources

West Burlington, IA

40 million gallons/year

Hawkeye Renewables

Fairbank, IA

100 million gallons/year

VeraSun Energy

Fort Dodge, IA

100 million gallons/year

2nd Generation
Plants

3 rd Generation
Plants


